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far wrong in saying that his prowess as a shot
does more to endear him to Englishmen than any
other ability he may have. The Speaker of the
House of Commons fences, and shoots, and rides
to hounds. Lord Brassey is a yachtsman of
reputation, who has devoted himself to the ser-
vice of the navy as an editor, and has ruled a
distant colony with distinction. Lord Onslow is
an authority on harness horses, and a big-game
shooter of long experience, as well as a valuable
servant of the State; and so one might go on
with an interminable list of distinguished Eng-
lishmen who are as well known for their prowess
at some form of sport as for their ability, up-
rightness and self-sacrifice as political servants
of their country.

The very speech of the Englishman savors of
sport. "lie did it off his own bat/' "He put
his money on the wrong horse." "This is a pain-
ful game/* " Let us/* or " we had better change
tke bowling/* ^"1 don't think he can go the
distance/" "It is an odds on chance/* or about
anything the Englishman is apt to express his
feelings jn the words of the bookmaker and say:
"Oh, I should call it a three to one/' or "a five
to one/' or "a six to four chance/* "It isn't
cricket/' or "it isn't playing the game" refers
to any underhand or not quite straight conduct.